
Immigrants as Gifts 

Proposal 

Sanctuary cities will provide sanctuary to people who could greatly 

increase the economic strength of our communities without increasing the 

crime rate or stealing American jobs. Sanctuary cities make us all safer and 

better off, so this is why NC should promote sanctuary cities and repeal 

Senate Bill 45, which make sanctuary cities illegal.   America is a gift to many 1

immigrants, but the immigrants are a gift to us as well. We must have 

sanctuary cities to protect our gifts and their families.  

Introduction 

The issue of immigration has always been a major topic of discussion 

in the United States. This country has been a nation of immigrants since its 

founding and it continues to be so to this day.  

● The foreign-born population reached 40 million in 2010.  2

● 10 million documented immigrants entered the country in the 

first decade of the 21st century.   3

● There are currently 11 million undocumented immigrants in 

the US.  4
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One of the 

most important 

debates to 

come out of the 

growing 

foreign-born 

population in the United States is the issue of sanctuary cities. Figure 1 records the number of 

both undocumented and documented immigrants throughout American history. Sanctuary cities 

provide refuges for immigrants by refusing to work with immigration authorities such as ICE.  5

The debate has centered around the issue of federalism. 

Immigration and Crime 

There is a common belief that immigrants commit more 

crimes than native born citizens. In reality immigrant 

commit less crimes than their native-born counterparts 

and actually reduce the crime rate in cities.  Figure 2 to 6

the left shows immigrants actually decrease the crime 

rate in communities because they are less likely to 

commit a crime than native-born Americans.   It is 
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dangerous for foreign-born immigrants, especially undocumented foreign-born immigrants, to 

commit crimes because they could be sent back to their country of origin.  

Immigration and the Economy 

Immigrants are economic boons to cities because they create many jobs for both  

native-born and foreign-born Americans and have little impact on American wages and job 

prospects. 51% of billion-dollar startups are created by 

immigrants.  Immigrants found more billion-dollar 7

startups than native-born citizens, even though 

immigrants make-up less of the total population of the 

United States. They create jobs for hard-working 

American families. It has also been found that there is no 

statistically significant impact of immigration on the wages and job prospects of native-born 

citizens.  Taken together, these two facts show that immigrants are job creators instead of job 8

stealers. 
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