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HOW DO VACCINES WORK?

Vaccines reduce the risk of infection by working with the body’s natural defenses to
safely develop immunity to disease.
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Provide the benefits of protecting the body

If the actual disease germs ever attack the body,
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THE PROBLEM = As more vaccines have been discovered and distributed, more

and more of the public have begun to distrust vaccines and the science behind the
development and distribution of vaccines?. This distrust has led to increasing rates of
nonmedical exemptions from vaccination in the United States and elsewhere,

which is a public health and safety issue, as epidemics for diseases with vaccines
have increased in frequency in the United States, France, and Britain, among others?

Squrce:.“s.totes NH 48 OUT Of 50

with Religious MT VT

(F:’Ir?icljosophicol STGTGS, Or 96%,
Exemptions sD NY

ffom Schoo w " allow

mmunization NE \ .

Requirements. Nv L lin RS n On m ed|CCI|
Conference of KS MO v VA*™ .

ote = — NG exemptions for
by e . e vaccination,
esearch/healh . including North
immunization- FL .
exempiion. Carolina.
state-laws.aspx.

HEEBEEBEE

[Nlelife]gle]
www.ncsl.org/r

Sources of Information Stern, Alexandra Minna, and Howard *Omer, Saad B., and Robert

1U.S. Department of Health and Human Markel. “The History Of Vaccines And Bednorczyk.' “Measles Was Eliminated.
Services. “Vaccine Basics." Vaccines.gov, Immunization: Familiar Patterns, New But We Can't Be Sure Itll Stay That Way.”
U.S. Department of Health and Human Challenges.” Health Affairs, vol. 24, no. 3, The Washington Post, WP Company, 11
Services, 11 Oct. 2006, May 2005, pp. 611-621., Feb. 2019,

www.vaccines.gov/basics/index.html. doi:10.1377/hlthaff.24.3.611. www.washingfonpost.com/outlook/201
9/02/11/measles-was-eliminated-we-



Common MVThS Ond The real cause of increasing autism prevalence?
Misconceptions (and

Counterpoinits): + Autism
o Vaccines cause autism = Organic Food Sales
> This is simply not frue. 12
o All vaccine hesitant individuals
(especially parents of newborn
children) believe that vaccines
cause autism 3 =0.9971 (p<0.0001)
» Many vaccine hesitant
individuals are wary of for-profit
pharmaceutical companies
commonly known as “big

p hO rmad s Sources: Organic Trade Association, 2011 Organic Industry Survey, U5, Department of Education, Office of Specal
. | Analyss System (DANS), OMB# 1820-0043 *Children with Dizabilities Receiving Special
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EFFECTIVE POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS (most fo least effective)

. Make vaccines mandatory 4
« PRO: found to be effective in France
« CON: not clear if positive effects only because of mandatory vaccination
(confounding factors)
2. Increase training for medical professionals regarding vaccine hesitant
individuals
« PRO: increase trust level between patients and healthcare providers
«  CON: difficult fo guarantee that all healthcare providers not only get the same
quality of training, but implement their training in similar manners
3. Make all vaccinations mandatory °
« PRO: should increase vaccine coverage rates
« CON:increase distrust between patients and healthcare providers, between
patients and government, not guaranteed because of resistance and
pushback to current required vaccinations

Specific to North Carolina:

-The state knows its population’s values
based on how the population votes on other

issues. This means that the specific

solution implemented (as mentioned
above) is dependent on the state. A
national-level policy on immunizations would
likely cause increased distrust of government
because of the inherent distance between a
locality and the national government.

Source: Boell, Heinrich. “Symbols of the Democrat and Republican Party
Fighting over North Carolina.” Heinrich Boell Stiftung, 2 Nov. 2018, us.boell.org/.
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