RACIAL DISPARITIES IN DRUG ABUSE
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UNDERLYING CAUSES- GETTING TO THE ROOT

The racial disparity in substance abuse treatment recommended over jail time is only the surface of
a much larger problem. Minority offenders are prone to harsher treatment by law enforcement
4 agents because (1) minorities lack resources to resist derogatory stereotypes and labels, (2)
groups with more power view minority groups as a threat to the status quo, and (3) the depiction of
\: criminals as racially or culturally abnormal and dangerous increases the fear within majority groups,
resulting in harsher sanctions.5




WHAT DOES HELP LOOK LIKE?

SUD Treatment
Substance use disorder treatment can come in the form of
medication, rehab, counseling, and outpatient care. 6
Drug Court

Drug Courts are court programs that specialize in defender,
offenders and juvenile offenders who have alcohol and/or drug
dependency problems. 7

MOVING FORWARD
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