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 -Gun violence in the United States, including

suicides, resulted in the death of 39,773

people in 2017, making it the 10th largest

cause of death in the United States. (DHHS,

2017)                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

>50%
More than half of all

domestic violence

homicides are

perpetrated with a gun.  

(Zezima et al, 2018).

57%
Percentage of private

gun transactions

which are performed

without a background

check in states where

background checks

are not required by

law. (Wintemute,

2007). 

10%
Percentage of firearm

homicides that are

committed by people

with diagnosed

mental illness, with

higher numbers of

people that go

undiagnosed.

(Matejkowski et al,

2008). 

G U N  V I O L E N C E  Q U I C K  F A C T S

T H E  P R O B L E M

1 IN 3
Domestic violence

murderers were

known perpetrators of

domestic violence.

(Zezima et al, 2018).

-The firearm death rate in 2017 was 12 per

100,000 people, the highest rate in 20 years.

(DHHS, 2017)

-In 2016, the United States had the

second highest gun death total in the

world, and the second highest rate of

suicide by firearm. (Santhanam, 2018)

Gun Violence in the United States has

become a public health issue,

warranting a intervention by the

federal government. In order to halt

the trend of increasing firearm deaths,

the U.S. should adopt a  universal

background system, that includes both

pre-purchase and post-purchase

checks for mental illness and violent

tendencies, specifically domestic

violence. (Yablon, 2017)



 

"In order to halt the trend of increasing firearm deaths, the

U.S. should adopt a  universal background system, that

includes both pre-purchase and post-purchase checks for

mental illness and violent tendencies, specifically domestic

violence."

     C A S E  S T U D Y :  S W I T Z E R L A N D

Switzerland is a valuable comparison for the U.S. in terms of

gun violence because Switzerland has one of the highest gun

ownership rates in the world, yet has a significantly lower

level of gun violence. (Kir, 2013)

A S P E C T S  O F  S W I S S  G U N  L A W S
R E C O M M E N D E D  F O R  U . S .  U S E  

 
-Swiss cantons use their discretion in awarding gun permits to their
citizens, ensuring that they are not identified as a threat to themselves or
anyone in the community. (Calamur, 2018)
-The U.S. should follow suit by allowing states to deny permits for
weapons if the individual fails a mental and/or criminal background
check. 
 
-"Swiss authorities have a list of about 2,000 individuals they suspect of
being willing to commit shootings. All of them are frequently approached
by authorities, along with psychologists, and are forced to hand over
their weapons immediately or are barred from purchasing new ones."
(Calamur, 2018). 
-The U.S. should pursue a similar policy by performing inspections on
households that own firearms, setting up certain triggers for inspections,
including instances of domestic violence, mental illness, self-harm, and
other behaviors that may lead to gun violence.  
 
 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N

The United States federal government should adopt a universal system of pre-
purchase and post-purchase welfare checks, that include both criminal and
mental illness screenings, to prevent gun violence from those groups that are
especially prone to committing said violence. 

(Kir, 2013)

(Kir, 2013)
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